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Washington D.C. -- Mayor Adrian Fenty of Washington D.C. proclaimed September 12, 2007 as the
“Ethiopian Millennium Day”. In recognition of the multiculturalism and diversity of the Ethiopian
Community in Washington D.C. Mayor Fenty called upon all of the District’s residents to join him in this
special recognition.
Spearheaded by the Committee for the Celebration of the Ethiopian Millennium (CCEM), the effort of
getting recognition and proclamation from this important city has been going on for months. As a hub of
thousands of Ethiopians, Washington D.C. is the heart of the Ethiopian Diaspora and Mayor Fenty
recognized that the Ethiopians in his city give his District its distinct ethnic flavor.
Based on CCEM’s five-day long Ethiopian New Year celebration from September 8-12, and that of other
groups, the Mayor said, “Members from Ethiopian American Communities and Community Based
Organizations will organize lectures, exhibitions and cultural programs”. In its five-days long Millennium
celebration, CCEM is in high gear preparation to hold its multifaceted symposium, photograph and art
exhibition, cultural and contemporary musical gala and a day of "March for Democracy", calling for
Peace, justice, and Progress for the people of Ethiopia in the coming Millennium.
Less than two months away, the Millennium celebration in Washington D.C. is gaining momentum. And,
Mayor Adrian Fenty's recognition comes off the hill of a successful dinner held on July 13, 2007 at the
U.S. Congress. The Honorable Donald Payne (D--NJ), representatives from the office of the Honorable
Chris Smith (R--NJ) and Honorable Mike Honda (D--CA) and many Ethiopians representing the Ethiopian
American community in DC Metro are attended the successful dinner at the Rayburn House of
Representatives building. CCEM is working on and expects subsequent resolutions and proclamations
regarding the Ethiopian Millennium from members of the US Congress, mayors and governors of various
cities and states.
UPDATE: The Committee for the Celebration of the Ethiopian Millennium (CCEM) expects thousands of
Ethiopians—young and old--to come to Washington D.C. from September 8 – 12, 2007 . CCEM is
working tirelessly to make the occasion very especial. Please visit us at www.2kethiopia.com for program
details and information.

